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despite their lack of Shabbat observance, because doing so supports the country's
security system. By the same token, he permits investing in a company which tracks
down stolen vehicles even on Shabbat. This is because such activity is a form of safek
pikuach nefesh (possibly a life-threatening situation), since vehicles are often stolen to
be used for terror purposes.

skesksk

Rabbi Azriel Ariel
'National Charity' in the Teachings of Rabbi Yaakov Ariel shlita

There exist two views regarding society and economics. One view emphasizes the
country's responsibility for the financial distress of its citizens, while the other view
emphasizes the responsibility each individual has towards his or her own financial
outcomes. Our Torah cannot conform to worldview which abandons communal
responsibility. For this reason, the Jewish People were given the commandments of
charity and gifts for the poor (agricultural donations).

However, this communal responsibility is not only incumbent on the individual, but
also on the community.

For example, in the Beit HaMikdash there was a place called 'Beit HaOtzar' (Place of
Storage). This site served as a center for distribution of tithes to the country’s poor
people. This shows that there was a communal charity in a central location, the Beit
HaMikdash.

Additionally, one of the roles of the Jewish king is to do "justice and righteousness to
all the nation." Based on this, Rabbi Ariel argues that a king would not be able to
sustain all of the poor people in the country from his personal funds alone. Instead, the
king would distribute charity from some sort of communal fund.
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Rabbi Ariel Bareli
Communal Halachik Rulings in the Teachings of Rabbi Yaakov Ariel shlita

In his halachik rulings, Rabbi Yaakov Ariel relates to the special significance of
communal/public issues.

When dealing with halachik questions which are communal in nature, he taking into
account the future repercussions of the ruling on communal life. His halachik responsa
on these topics clearly portray the extent to which Jewish law addresses the
complexities of life. This strengthens the concept that a dynamic and fully functioning
nation can be based on the Torah and operate in accordance with Hashem's guidelines.
For example: Rabbi Ariel’s decision to give his blessings to the heter mechira
(allowing Jewish-owned land to be sold to a non-Jew for the duration of the Shmitta
year) reflects the importance of the needs of the general public inasmuch as it addresses
the livelihood and welfare of the farmers, as well as the need to protect the country's
agricultural areas from being encroached on by non-Jews. Rabbi Ariel also permits
certain activities of the police force on Shabbat, due to communal considerations, and
he plans for a future in which the police force includes Shabbat-observant Jews.
Additional examples: medical information may be kept secret in the event that such
secrecy is to the benefit of the community; and a soldier may be allowed to pursue a
path in military leadership despite the opposition of the soldier's parents, based on the
view that such a matter is 'mitzva d'rabim’ (a precept which regards the entire
community).

skesksk

Rabbi Shlomo Ishon

Economics According to Halacha, in the Teachings of Rabbi Yaakov Ariel
shlita

Regarding the encounter between the world of alacha and that of modern economics,
Rabbi Yaakov Ariel has a holistic approach in which he appreciates the inherent value
of Israel’s economy today.

According to Rabbi Ariel, it is of upmost importance to support and strengthen
“kosher” ways of investing money, not only in companies which observe the laws of
Shabbat and ribbit (interest), but also in companies which consistently treat their
employees fairly and uphold other values and morals.

However, as part of his holistic outlook regarding the State of Israel’s economy, Rabbi
Ariel asserts that one may invest in companies which provide communications services
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Agronomist, Mordechai Shomron
Mashiv Haruach Umorid Hageshem in the Age of Super Technologies

The State of Israel is rightfully considered one of the most advanced countries in the
world in the field of utilizing water resources. The land of Israel is located in a semi-
arid climate without many water sources, compared to other countries in the world. In
order to meet the needs of a growing population (in contrast to shrinking populations
of many countries in the western world) there is a need for original, creative thought.
As such, experts and scientists in the field of water in Israel have come up with new
and creative solutions, including recycling sewage water for agricultural use as well as
desalination of sea-water.

These solutions are liable to lead the public to believe that rainwater isn't so dire a
need, being that we have our own means to provide the country with its water needs.
As such, people might wonder why we still include a request for rain in our fefilot
(prayers).

As it turns out, it is professionals in the field of water supply who are most acutely
aware of the need for abundant rainwater. The long-term plans for maximizing water
resources and supplying high-quality water to the population, depends on rainwater.
Without large quantities of rain, the sources of water in the mountain and coastal
aquifers are bound to decrease, limiting future drilling. This severe phenomenon
already exists in the coastal region, where numerous wells have become saline as a
result of over-pumping and are no longer fit for use.

Israeli agriculture is desperate for rain. In the northern and western parts of the Negev
(Israel's dry southern region) are about a quarter of a million acres of crops that do not
have irrigation. Without an abundance of rain, they yield very few crops. Many
agricultural areas are irrigated with treated wastewater, which raises concerns
regarding the salination and — hence — destruction of the agricultural fruitfulness of the
land.

In summary: even in the modern age, when super-technology enables the
production of drinking water, it is impossible to exist without seasonal rainwater.
Chazal taught us: "The Land of Israel — God Himself waters her, while the entire
rest of the world (is watered) by a messenger."

skeskosk
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